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Bibliographic Databases

Bibliographic databases:

ÅSearchable databases containing information about the professional literature, such as journal 
articles, conference papers etc.

ÅDƛǾŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΩ ƻǊ ΨŎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ

ÅMany include abstracts

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ-ǘŜȄǘΣ ōǳǘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ Ŝ-journals

Why use a bibliographic database?

ÅThe most up-to-date and in-depth research is published in journals

Å¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ΨŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΩ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎ ςthe database will automatically run your search each 
ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƳŀƛƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ

ÅYou can set up complex searches



Where to find databases



Using Web of Science (WoS)

²ŜΩƭƭ Řƻ ŀ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΥ

ά5ƻŜǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ 
diseases of food production animals in the 

¦YΚέ



CƛǊǎǘΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŦƻƻŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜŜǇΦ  
¢ƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ L Ŏŀƴ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜŜǇΦ  
[ƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘŜǊƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ hw ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ LΩƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ōȅ 

ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǘǘƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ Řƻ ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ



This will bring up a screen showing the results for this search.  It gives categories on the left hand side which you 
Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ŀŘŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ΨǎŜŀǊŎƘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ 

the search page.



LΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǎƘŜŜǇΦ !ƎŀƛƴΣ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ L Ŏŀƴ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŦƻǊ ǎƘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ǳǎŜ 
the operator OR. 



Now I want to look for articles on diseases.  For this I might want to include bacterial diseases, viral diseases, 
ǇŀǊŀǎƛǘƛŎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ LΩƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊŀǎƛǘƛŎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ŀ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ diseas* OR 
parasitϝΦ IŜǊŜ LΩƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊǳƴŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ όǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ϝύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
root word before the *.  If I was doing a really comprehensive search I may want to search for different parasitic 
ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎ ōȅ ƴŀƳŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ !ƎŀƛƴΣ LΩƭƭ Řƻ ŀ Ψ¢ƻǇƛŎΩ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ



bŜȄǘ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ƻƴ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  IŜǊŜ LΩƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊǳƴŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  LΩƳ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
WoSΨŀŘƧŀŎŜƴŎȅ ƳŀǊƪŜǊΩ b9!wκƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƴ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ  {ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ 
ΨŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΩΣ ΨǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΩΣ ΨŎƭƛƳŀǘƛŎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΩΣ ΨǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΩΣ ΨǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΩ ŜǘŎΦ  !ƎŀƛƴΣ LΩƳ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ Ψ¢ƻǇƛŎΩΦ



/ƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ΨIƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ Ǌǳƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
Ψ!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ {ŜŀǊŎƘΩ ǘƻ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎΦ



/ƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ Ψ!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ {ŜŀǊŎƘΩ ƭŜǘǎ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎΦ  LΩǾŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ Ψ!ŘŘ ǘƻ {ŜŀǊŎƘΩ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƭƛƴŜ ІмΦ  
²ƘŜƴ L ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ Ψ!ŘŘ ǘƻ {ŜŀǊŎƘΩ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƭƛƴŜ ІнΣ ƛǘ ŀǎƪǎ Ƙƻǿ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ƛǘΦ LΩƭƭ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ Ψ!ŘŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǊΩ ŀǎ L ǿŀƴǘ 

results about either cattle or sheep.



LΩƭƭ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ Ψ{ŜŀǊŎƘΩ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƻǊ ǎƘŜŜǇΦ



LΩƭƭ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ Ψ!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ {ŜŀǊŎƘΩ ŀƴŘ  ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ Ψ!ŘŘ ǘƻ {ŜŀǊŎƘΩ ŦƻǊ ƭƛƴŜ ІрΦ  LΩƭƭ ŀŘŘ ƭƛƴŜ Іп ŀƴŘ ƭƛƴŜ Іо ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
ǿƛǘƘ Ψ!ŘŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘΩΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ǇŀǊŀǎƛǘƛŎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƻǊ ǎƘŜŜǇΦ



This gives a much more manageable number of results.  For this example, we want to look for papers which 
ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΦ  LΩƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ LΩƳ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘΗ 
/ƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ŜŀǊŎƘΩ ōǳǘǘƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ ōŀǎƛŎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎΩ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 

add the UK to our search.



²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦YΦ  L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ L Ŏŀƴ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦΦ  LΩǾŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ά¦Y ƻǊ 
ά¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳέ ƻǊ D. ƻǊ άDǊŜŀǘ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴέ ƻǊ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ ƻǊ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ƻǊ ²ŀƭŜǎ ƻǊ άbƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘέέ



Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΩΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ¦YΦ



This gives a new set of results with the combination of search terms you selected.  



Scrolling down the page will show the first records.The record gives the bibliographic information, including an 
ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘ όƛŦ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜύΦ /ƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ΨǎƘƻǿ ƳƻǊŜΩ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘΦBelow each record is a link to 

Ψfindit@edinburghΩΦThis will open another browser and will show if the Library has online access to this paper. If the 
ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎƘŜŎƪ DiscoverEdas we may have it in print and you can request a scan.



¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ΨǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜΩ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ  L Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
options as well.  You can also use the filters on the left hand menu.



¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ΨǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜΩ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ  L Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
options as well.  You can also use the filters on the left hand menu.



Clicking on a title will take you into the full record, which gives the abstract and keywords.  The terms which you 
have searched for are highlighted in yellow.  You can also look at papers which the authors have cited, as well as 
ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ŜǾŜƴ ƎŜǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǿƘƻ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ Ψȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜΧΩ  

LǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ sidetrackedin WoS!


