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Bibliographic Databases

Bibliographic databases:

• Searchable databases containing information about the professional literature, such as journal 
articles, conference papers etc.

• Give details of the ‘reference’ or ‘citation’ of the journal article

• Many include abstracts

• Don’t usually include full-text, but may have links to the Library’s e-journals

Why use a bibliographic database?

• The most up-to-date and in-depth research is published in journals

• You can set up ‘current awareness’ searches – the database will automatically run your search each 
time it’s updated and email you the results

• You can set up complex searches



Where to find databases



Using Web of Science (WoS)

We’ll do a sample search to help answer:

“Does climate change have an impact on 
diseases of food production animals in the 

UK?”



First, I want to search for food production animals.  For this search example I’d like to focus on cattle and sheep.  
To be more comprehensive in my search I’m going to include all the terms I can think of for cattle and sheep.  

Linking the search terms with OR means the database will find articles which contain any of them. I’ll begin by 
looking for cattle, and I’ll do a topic search.



This will bring up a screen showing the results for this search.  It gives categories on the left hand side which you 
can use to refine your search.  We’ll add more search terms first. Click on ‘search’ and this will take us back to 

the search page.



I’ll continue with a search for sheep. Again, I’m going to include all the terms I can think of for sheep and I’ll use 
the operator OR. 



Now I want to look for articles on diseases.  For this I might want to include bacterial diseases, viral diseases, 
parasitic diseases, etc.  For this search example I’ll look for parasitic diseases and will do a search for diseas* OR 
parasit*. Here I’m doing a truncation search (using the *) which will look for all the words which begin with the 
root word before the *.  If I was doing a really comprehensive search I may want to search for different parasitic 
diseases by name as well. Again, I’ll do a ‘Topic’ search.



Next I want to look for articles on climate change.  Here I’m doing a truncation search again.  I’m also using the 
WoS ‘adjacency marker’ NEAR/n which will find these words within n words of each other.  So this will find 

‘climate change’, ‘the changing climate’, ‘climatic changes’, ‘the climate has changed’, ‘there have been changes 
to the climate’ etc.  Again, I’m selecting ‘Topic’.



Clicking on ‘History’ shows the searches which you have run and the number of results for each.  You can go to 
‘Advanced Search’ to combine your searches.



Clicking on ‘Advanced Search’ lets you combine your searches.  I’ve selected ‘Add to Search’ for search line #1.  
When I click on ‘Add to Search’ for search line #2, it asks how I want to add it. I’ll select ‘Add with or’ as I want 

results about either cattle or sheep.



I’ll click on ‘Search’ to create a new set for cattle or sheep.



I’ll go back to ‘Advanced Search’ and  click on ‘Add to Search’ for line #5.  I’ll add line #4 and line #3 to the search 
with ‘Add with and’.  This will give results which are about climate change, parasitic diseases and cattle or sheep.



This gives a much more manageable number of results.  For this example, we want to look for papers which 
focus on the UK.  I’m doing this to show how to search for a geographic area, using one I’m familiar with! 

Clicking on the ‘Search’ button, the ‘Back to basic searches’ will take us back to the search screen and we can 
add the UK to our search.



We can do another search for the UK.  I want to use all the terms I can think of.  I’ve searched for “UK or 
“United Kingdom” or GB or “Great Britain” or Scotland or England or Wales or “Northern Ireland””



In the ‘Advanced search’, we can then combine this with our previous search to include the UK.



This gives a new set of results with the combination of search terms you selected.  



Scrolling down the page will show the first records. The record gives the bibliographic information, including an 
abstract (if available). Clicking ‘show more’ will give the full abstract. Below each record is a link to 

‘findit@edinburgh’. This will open another browser and will show if the Library has online access to this paper. If the 
article isn’t available online you can still check DiscoverEd as we may have it in print and you can request a scan.



The results are shown in ‘relevance’ order.  I can change this to show me the newest first.  There are other 
options as well.  You can also use the filters on the left hand menu.



The results are shown in ‘relevance’ order.  I can change this to show me the newest first.  There are other 
options as well.  You can also use the filters on the left hand menu.



Clicking on a title will take you into the full record, which gives the abstract and keywords.  The terms which you 
have searched for are highlighted in yellow.  You can also look at papers which the authors have cited, as well as 
papers citing this one. You even get details of who funded the research, as well as papers ‘you may also like…’  

It’s very easy to get sidetracked in WoS!



Going back to the results, the tick boxes on the left hand side allow you to select records to add to your marked 
list.  From your marked list you can email, save as text or save to reference management software, such as 

EndNote.  It is just the record which is saved, not the full-text (but you can select to include the article’s url or 
doi). Above the result are icons which allow you to export your results.



The marked list allows you to chose how you want to export your records.



You can then chose what fields you want to include.



In your search history you can save a search using the bell icon.  This allows you to rerun your search at a later 
date, or save your search as an alert.  



The first time you do this you need to register and set up a password.  You can then give your search a name. 
There’s a tick next to ‘send me email alerts’.  If you don’t want alerts you can untick the box.  



I can see my saved searches by clicking ‘Alerts’.  From here I can rerun a search or make an alert ‘active’.



I like to build a search term by term, as that lets me see the number of results I get for each element of my 
search.  This can help me refine my search as I can see which terms are getting fewest results.  I could get the 
same results by doing the search below, using the ‘Add row’ option.  If I do this, it’s important that I put any 

terms which I’m combining with ‘or’ together. The first line has all my terms for cattle or sheep.
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