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Audio check

Can you hear the presenter talking?

Please type yes or no in the “Text chat area”



Please type questions in the “Text Chat Area”.

Asking questions



#DissertationFestival

Recording…

This session will be recorded. 

These sessions will be stored by the University of Edinburgh and may be published
on our website during that time.

By taking part in a session you give us your consent to process any information 
you provide during it.
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Learning outcomes and objectives

By the end of this session, you should be able to:

• Be aware of the content of Web of Science.

• Use Web of Science to perform a range of searches. 

• Develop and save searches in Web of Science. 

• Export results to reference management tools.



Why use Web of Science …?

• Literature review

- search journals, conference proceeding in the sciences, 
social sciences and arts and humanities

- citation connections 

- offers options to control your search 

• Explore a reference 

• Save searches and develop them over time 

• Keep up to date 







Accessing the Web of Science   

Via DiscoverEd 
https://discovered.ed.ac.uk/permalink/f/1njkql8/44UOE_ALMA61136039480002466

Via MyEd

https://discovered.ed.ac.uk/permalink/f/1njkql8/44UOE_ALMA61136039480002466


Searching  Create an 
account 



Search limits

Topic, Title, 
Author …



Some ways to improve your search  

• Use AND to find records containing all of your search terms 

• Use OR to find records containing any of your search terms

• Use NOT to exclude records containing certain words from 

your search 

• Use NEAR/n to find records containing all terms within a 

certain number of words (n) of each other e.g respiratory 

NEAR/3 diseas* 



Some more ways to improve your search  

Truncation: allows you to search for variations 

* zero to many characters: *carbon* for carbon, hydrocarbon,polycarbonate

? One character: organi?ation

$ zero or one character

Phrase: rather that individual words - helps retrieve more relevant results

“woodland expansion”
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Refine your 
search 





Export from Web of Science



Combine sets



New Web of Science  
In development.
https://clarivate-com.ezproxy.is.ed.ac.uk/webofsciencegroup/release-notes/wos/

Can select between both for 2020/2021

https://clarivate-com.ezproxy.is.ed.ac.uk/webofsciencegroup/release-notes/wos/


More 





More … than we have time for today 

• Cited References Search 

• Derwent Innovations - patents 

• Data Citation Index

• Current Contents Connect

• Journal Citation Reports 



More databases … 

There are more databases and many are subject focused. 

Subject Guides and your Academic Support Librarian

www.ed.ac.uk/is/subject-guides

http://www.ed.ac.uk/is/subject-guides


Help 

Web of Science – within Web of Science

Academic Support Librarian

www.ed.ac.uk/is/subject-guides

Library Help 
EdHelp https://www.ed.ac.uk/edhelp

http://www.ed.ac.uk/is/subject-guides
https://www.ed.ac.uk/edhelp


Thank you 

Angela Nicholson 
Academic Support Librarian

www.ed.ac.uk/is/asl



Questions?
Please type in the text chat 



When the session is over and you are ready to leave click on the browser’s Close 

button or Leave Session icon

Thank you!


