


• Advocates Library founded 1680s
• Given legal right to claim a copy of every 

book published in the British Isles in 1710



• National Library of Scotland created by 1925 
Act of Parliament

• George IV Bridge building completed in 
1956



Our Collections



• Home to over 30 million 
items

• Over 75 miles (120km) 
of shelving

• On average we receive 
6000 new items a week, 
in total c.320,000 a year



Our collections include over 16 million printed 
items and 25,000 newspapers and magazines.



We also hold 2.5 million maps and over 
100,000 collections of manuscripts.



Oldest printed item –
8th century Buddhist 
Prayer Scroll in a 
pagoda shaped case

Oldest printed book –
Gutenberg Bible 
printed in 1455, one of 
only 20 to survive



Collection of 
Shakespeare’s plays in 
miniature – each volume 
only 6cm high

Smallest book – 1885 
edition of Old King Cole 
measuring 1mm x 1mm



Last letter of Mary Queen of Scots

Order for the Massacre of Glencoe



Recent printed 
publications covering all 
disciplines

Textbooks, Academic 
Journals, Primary and 
Secondary Sources



Digital Collections



Digital Gallery includes images of 
out of copyright items held by 
NLS:

• 18th and 19th century 
Chapbooks

• 14th to 16th century Scottish 
Manuscripts

• Post Office Directories
• Encyclopedia Britannica
• Soviet Posters 1919-1930

https://digital.nls.uk/gallery/

https://digital.nls.uk/gallery/


Maps - https://maps.nls.uk/

https://maps.nls.uk/


Moving Image Archive -
https://movingimage-onsite.nls.uk/

https://movingimage-onsite.nls.uk/


eResources - https://auth.nls.uk/eresources/

https://auth.nls.uk/eresources/


Open Access eResources
https://auth.nls.uk/eresources/browse/access_type/1

https://auth.nls.uk/eresources/browse/access_type/1


Password Protected eResources
https://auth.nls.uk/eresources/browse/access_type/2,5

https://auth.nls.uk/eresources/browse/access_type/2,5


Onsite Only eResources
https://auth.nls.uk/eresources/browse/access_type/3,7

https://auth.nls.uk/eresources/browse/access_type/3,7


Data Foundry - https://data.nls.uk/

https://data.nls.uk/


Social Media

Youtube https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCqEjEs4oSyCyWe4m7J2wpJw

Twitter & Instagram @natlibscot

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqEjEs4oSyCyWe4m7J2wpJw
https://www.instagram.com/natlibscot/?hl=en


Using the National Library



• Register as a reader online or in person at 
George IV Bridge https://auth.nls.uk/join/

• Bring proof of identity and address on first visit

• Open 9.30-7 Mon, Tues, Thurs; 10-7 Weds; 9.30-
5 Fri & Sat

• Books arrive in eight deliveries a day and can be 
ordered online via our catalogue 
https://search.nls.uk/

https://auth.nls.uk/join/
https://search.nls.uk/


Reading Rooms



• General Reading Room, George IV Bridge – all post 
1850 items not dealt with by a specialist reading room

• Multimedia Room, George IV Bridge – PCs, microfilm, 
accessibility software

• Special Collections Reading Room, George IV Bridge –
rare books, music, manuscripts and items printed 
before 1850

• Maps Reading Room, Causewayside Building - maps, 
atlases, gazetteers



Reusing the Collections

• Copying Services - https://www.nls.uk/using-the-
library/copying-services

• Self Service Photography

• Information on Copyright and Data Protection -
https://www.nls.uk/using-the-library/copying-

services/permission

https://www.nls.uk/using-the-library/copying-services
https://www.nls.uk/using-the-library/copying-services/permission


Contact Us

• https://www.nls.uk/

• enquiries@nls.uk

• https://auth.nls.uk/c
ontact/ask-a-
question/

https://www.nls.uk/
mailto:enquiries@nls.uk
https://auth.nls.uk/contact/ask-a-question/


Your feedback matters! 
Thank you for taking the time to answer this feedback survey : 

https://edin.ac/3j3V0tw

Virtual Festival Bag 
We invite you to pick up our virtual conference bag. It contains the 

festival programme, virtual backgrounds. Recordings will be added 

when available.

Link: open the bag 

open here

https://edin.ac/3j3V0tw
https://padlet.com/EdinLib/v63ae8cuoegxgwc0
https://padlet.com/EdinLib/v63ae8cuoegxgwc0

