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Learning outcomes and objectives

By the end of this session, you should be more familiar with the type 

of content which can be found in news sources, and when it can be of 

use to your research and studies.

• Awareness the type of content which can be found in news sources.

• Identify learning and/or research topics news sources can be used for. 

• Select suitable news source(s) for your topic.

• Identify key steps to run a search in news sources.



Aims 

Variety of sources for different research questions.

• Searching news on websites 

• Databases – which news sources

• One search across multiple sources 

• Other media – documentary, news reel

• Citing news 

• Going further – analysis of news 



Newspapers as a source 

• Newspapers differ from academic journals. They are not peer reviewed 

• May have political bias 

• They can provide rapid reporting 

• Reflect opinion and attitudes 



Websites 

Variety of sources for different research questions.

• Reuters https://uk.reuters.com/

• Google News 

• Google – for advanced searches

• Google newspaper archive 

https://news.google.com/newspapers

• Free or paid 

https://uk.reuters.com/
https://news.google.com/newspapers


Where to find 
news sources



Where to find 
news sources

https://edinburgh-uk.libguides.com/newspapers-magazines

https://edinburgh-uk.libguides.com/newspapers-magazines


https://edinburgh-uk.libguides.com/newspapers-magazines

https://edinburgh-uk.libguides.com/newspapers-magazines


https://edinburgh-uk.libguides.com/newspapers-magazines - TV

https://edinburgh-uk.libguides.com/newspapers-magazines


Library Sources – Current news

Variety of sources for different research questions.

• Financial Times. FT.com Full content. Registration required.   

• Economist.com Full content

and more.  

• Factiva(*) search multiple sources in a single search.. 

• Nexis(*) search multiple sources in a single search 

*Note that while vast amounts of content is available through these databases, some content is missing. Due to copyright 

reasons these databases  don't include photographs, illustrations, and some freelance material. Sections such as classifieds,

obituaries, etc., are generally not included.



• Has over 30,000 sources including newspapers and news sources

• Covers both UK and international newspapers: The Times, El Pais, China Daily  

• Read today’s edition but also search through previous editions (up to 30 years 
back for some titles).



Newstand
Select a chosen region 





• Has over 10,000 full text publications including newspapers and news sources

• Covers both UK and international newspapers

• Help guide https://proquest.libguides.com/factiva/content

https://proquest.libguides.com/factiva/content


• Covers UK and international newspapers and news sources

• Similar to Factiva in that it also covers business sources, financial and 
market reports, company info, etc.

• Coverage similar to Factiva also, most sources from early 1980s onwards

• Does have some titles Factiva doesn’t e.g. Le Monde







• UK National Newspapers,  Broadsheets,  Tabloids

• UK Regional Newspapers



Boolean operators available 

AND, OR, NOT  (AND NOT for Nexis)

Proximity operators available 

Search Tips 



Library Sources – Historic News

Variety of sources for different research questions.

• Time period 

• Geography

Look out for other events on 
historical newspaper archives 



Using digital historical newspaper archives

Thursday, 11 March⋅10:00 – 10:50am

This session will provide an overview of the wide range of historical newspaper databases 

and other news sources available at the Library, including some hints and tips on basic and 

advanced search techniques.



Citing News  

Cite Them Right Online 

https://www.citethemrightonline.com (via DiscoverEd)

https://www.citethemrightonline.com/


Going Further  

• Gale Digital Scholar Lab - create and analyse datasets for 

sources, including British Library Newspapers.

• Tools included are Ngram, Topic Modelling (Mallet), Named Entity 

Recognition, Clustering (SciKit) and Term Frequencies (Lucene).

• Webscraping news sites

• Text analysis (Python, R, …) – caution - download restrictions

• Sentiment (can add this to Factiva searches)



Questions?

Thank you!



Your feedback matters 
Thank you for taking the time to answer this survey

https://edin.ac/2NU2Fyr

Virtual Festival Bag 

We invite you to pick up our virtual conference bag. It 

contains the festival programme, virtual backgrounds and 

recordings will be added when available.

https://padlet.com/EdinLib/v63ae8cuoegxgwc0

open here

https://edin.ac/2NU2Fyr
https://padlet.com/EdinLib/v63ae8cuoegxgwc0
https://padlet.com/EdinLib/v63ae8cuoegxgwc0


Thank you 
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