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British Newspapers 1600-1950 provides the most comprehensive range of national, regional and 
local newspapers printed in Britain between the 17th and early 20th centuries that has ever been 
made available in a digital programme. The collections within the British Newspapers 1600-1950 series 
provide a rich range of publications to reflect the social, political and cultural events of the times 
in which they were published. Sourced from the vast newspaper holdings of the British Library, the 
selected publications provide in-depth coverage of historic events, cultural icons, sporting events, the 
arts and culture. The series comprises the following collections: 
 
 

17th and 18th Century Burney Collection 
 
Gathered by Reverend Charles Burney (1757-1817), this represents the largest 
single collection of 17th and 18th century English news media available from 
the British Library and includes more than 1,000 pamphlets, proclamations, 
newsbooks and newspapers from the period. This collection helps 
researchers chart the development of the newspaper as we now know it, 
beginning with irregularly published transcriptions of Parliamentary debates 
and proclamations to coffee house newsbooks, finally arriving at newspaper 
in the form we are familiar with today.    
 

19th Century British Library Newspapers Part I  
 
Covering 46 newspapers (and 2 million pages) Part I contains a vast range of 
national, regional, and local newspapers. As with Part II and III, the papers 
have been carefully selected by an editorial board from the British Library 
to provide users with a broad yet detailed view of British life; from business 
and sport, to politics, entertainment and the arts. Part I consists of daily and 
weekly publications and reflects Britain’s growing role as a superpower in the 
19th century world. 
 

19th Century British Library Newspapers Part II  
 
Part II brings an additional 22 newspaper titles further expanding the range 
of English regional newspapers and the political views represented in the 
programme. Researchers can find the newspapers of a number of significant 
towns and regions included in this collection: Nottingham, Bradford, 
Leicester, Sheffield, and York as well as North Wales. The addition of two 
major London newspapers, The Standard and the Morning Post, help capture 
conservative opinion in the 19th century, balancing the progressive, more 
liberal views of the newspapers that appear in Part I. Adding papers that 
encompass a wider variety of political views enables researchers to further 
explore issues from a number of contrasting perspectives. 
 
 
To download complete title lists for all Parts visit  
gale.cengage.co.uk/british-newspapers-16001950.aspx  
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British Newspapers Part III: 1780-1950 
 
Part III adds even more regional and local papers from the late eighteenth century to the mid-20th century. With 
nearly 1.2 million pages and more than 30 newspapers, this collection contains such noteworthy publications as:  
 
Portsmouth Evening News             Birmingham Gazette  
Newcastle Journal             Leeds Intelligencer  
Nottingham Evening Post            Newcastle Guardian and Tyne Mercury 
 
The key benefits for researchers in Part III are discovering the kind of local information only ever published 
in local newspapers; comparing different reports of a particular event from a range of local newspapers; and 
examining how dispatches from London were interpreted and transmitted differently depending upon the 
opinions held by a region or town. 
 

British Newspapers Part IV 
 
Similar to Part III, this selection of titles extends back into the late 18th century and reaches into the mid-20th 
century. The collection includes 24 newspapers (over 1 million pages) with key titles being the Evening Telegraph 
(Dundee), Illustrated Times, Manchester Mercury, Edinburgh Evening News, Nottingham Evening Post and Yorkshire 
Gazette.  
 

Gale NewsVault 
 
British Newspapers, 1600-1950 is a part of the Gale NewsVault programme. Gale NewsVault delivers the 
definitive cross-searching experience for exploring Gale’s range of historical newspaper collections. Users can 
simultaneously search or browse across some of the best-known and well-respected newspaper collections 
available internationally to date.  Providing access to over 13 million digitised facsimile pages, and more than 400 
years of content, Gale NewsVault provides an unparalleled window to the past. Gale NewsVault is available to all 
Gale historical newspaper collection customers now, free of charge, enabling users to cross-search all of the Gale 
historical newspaper collections that an institution holds. 

For additional information or to request a free trial contact  
emea.galereply@cengage.com
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